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UNIVERSITY FACULTY SENATE
Agenda for meeting of February-26, 2001
3:15PM, Board Room Gilchrist Hall
Revised

CALL TO ORDER
APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES
February 12, 2001
ANNOUNCEMENTS
1. Call for Press Identification
2. Comments from Chair Nelson
3._ Comments from Faculty Chair, Jim Kelly
4. Comments from Provost Podolefsky
CONSIDERATION OF CALENDAR ITEMS FOR DOCKETING
775

---

691

Receive and endorse a report from the Faculty Senate ad hoc committee
on General Education

NEW BUSINESS
Presentation on the MEMFIS project
Report from Our Representative on the General Education Committee
Appointment of Nominating Committee
OLD BUSINESS
749

665

. Report from the University Curriculum Committee regarding revisions to
the Curriculum Review Process

CONSIDERATION OF DOCKETED ITEMS
II,

I'

ADJOURNMENT

r-

UNIVERSITY OF NORTHERN IOWA FACULTY SENATE

Calendar item

TWe:

Docket Number_ _ _ __

7 75

Receive and endorse a report from the Faculty Senate as hoc
committee on General Education

Standard Motions

1.

,--...

Place at head of docket, out of regular order.

_ _2.

Docket in regular order.

_ _3.

Docket because of special circumstances f o r - - - - - - - - - - - - And notify sender(s).

_ _4.

Refer to (standing committee) _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _____,.

_ _ 5.

Refer to (administrative officer) _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __

_ _6.

Refer to (ad hoc committee)_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __

_ _7 .

Return to petitioner with request for a more specific proposal.

_ _8 .

Return to petitioner with request for additional information and documentation.

_ _ 9.

Return to petitioner because of decision not to docket at this time.

10.

Other procedural disposition _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __

NOTES

General Education Proposal to the University Faculty Senate
A truly liberal education is one that prepares us to live responsible, productive, and
creative lives in a dramatically changing world. It is an education that fosters a wellgrounded intellectual resilience, a disposition toward lifelong learning and an acceptance
of responsibility for the ethical consequences of our ideas and actions. Liberal education
requires that we understand the foundations of knowledge and inquiry about nature,
culture and society; that we master core skills of perception, analysis, and expression;
that we cultivate a respect for truth; that we recognize the importance of historical and
cultural context; and that we explore connections among formal learning, citizenship, and
service to our communities.
We experience the benefits of liberal learning by pursuing intellectual work that is
honest, challenging, and significant, and by preparing ourselves to use knowledge and
power in responsible ways. Liberal learning is not confined to particular fields of study.
What matters in liberal education is substantial content, rigorous methodology and an
active engagement with the societal, ethical, and practical implications of our learning.
The spirit and value of liberal learning are equally relevant to all forms of higher
education and to all students.
/""-

Because liberal learning aims to free us from the constraints of ignorance, sectarianism,
and shortsightedness, it prizes curiosity and seeks to expand the boundaries of human
knowledge. By its nature, therefore, liberal learning is global and pluralistic. It embraces
the diversity of ideas and experiences that characterize the social, natural, and intellectual
world. To acknowledge such diversity in all its forms is both an intellectual commitment
and a social responsibility, for nothing less will equip us to understand our world and to
pursue fruitful lives.
The ability to think, to learn, and to express oneself both rigorously and creatively, the
capacity to understand ideas and issues in context, the commitment to live in society, and
the yearning for truth are fundamental features of our humanity. In centering education
upon these qualities, liberall~aming is society's best investment in our shared future.
With this background, the University ofNorthern Iowa Faculty Senate recognizes that
general education is that component that completes the liberal arts background of a UNI
graduate. However, one should not overlook the changing goals of the university and one
of these is to offer a strong undergraduate education within a personalized learning
environment (UNI Strategic Plan). Since each student brings a unique set of experiences
and abilities to UNI, it seems reasonable .to examine whether we are truly providing a
personalized learning environment in this critical component of undergraduate education:
general education.

~

In order to move toward achieving the goals set forth in the UNI Strategic Plan, the
Faculty Senate is directing each college to develop a means to personalize general
education for their students' respective academic agendas. Specifically, the Senate is

asking that all colleges examine ways to (a) personalize offerings within reason for their
majors; (b) reduce redundancy of general education requirements in relation to their
majors; and (c) increase the breadth of the undergraduate experience. These goals are to
be achieved within the existing credit ho'ur requirements for general education at UNI. In
other words, while some colleges may choose to waive hours within their own general
education course offerings for majors, all UNI students will be expected to take a full
compliment of credit hours as required by the catalog.
Respectfully submitted,
Karen Couch-Breitbach
Laura Terlip
Jim Kelly
Respectfully submitted,
Karen Couch-Breitbach
Laura Terlip
Jim Kelly
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